
Getting ready for the holiday
PASSOVER 2011

The Torah prohibits the ownership of hametz during
Pesah. Ridding oneself of hametz is a three-step process:

1. MECHIRAT HAMETZ (SELLING OF HA-
METZ) can be arranged anytime up until 10 A.M., Mon-
day, April 18, 2011. The hametz is sold via the Rabbi to a
non-Jew in a valid and legal transfer of ownership. At the
end of the holiday, the Rabbi arranges for the reversion of
ownership. Any hametz that is “sold” must be stored out of
sight (and of course, not used), since it technically now “be-
longs” to the person who bought it. Mechirat Hametz can be
arranged through the Greenfield Chapel, by calling Rabbi
Rosen’s office, or by mailing-in the following coupon:

‘‘I hereby appoint Rabbi David Rosen to sell
all of my hametz and to arrange for its

valid and legal sale
according to Jewish Law.’’

____________________________________
Your Signature
____________________________________
Address
____________________________________
Date

You may also sell your hametz online by going to
WWW.BETHYESHURUN.ORG

At the time you sell your hametz, it is customary to
make a charitable donation to the Moes Hittim Fund of Con-
gregation Beth Yeshurun for the benefit of others in our con-
gregation and community who may need help purchasing
Passover food.

2. BEDIKAT HAMETZ (SEARCHING FOR HA-
METZ) takes place this year at sunset on Sunday, April 17.
At this time we check that all hametz and hametz products
are stored out of sight and that our house is ready for the
start of Passover.

The search for hametz is traditionally done by the light
of a candle, with the assistance of a wooden spoon and
feather. It’s a beautiful way for parents and children to go
through the kitchen and see that everything is really ready
for the holiday.

3. BI’UR HAMETZ (BURNING OF HAMETZ)
takes place no later than 10 A.M. on Monday, April 18. At

TA’ANIT BEKHORIM (SERVICE OF THE
FIRST BORN) is on Monday, April 18, 6:45 A.M. in the
J.B.Greenfield Chapel. The fast is broken with a brief study
of Jewish Law with one of our rabbis, followed by a break-
fast. All first-born
(including children)
are urged to attend
this beautiful ser-
vice.

Y I Z K O R
takes place during
Passover Services
on the last day of
the holiday, on
Tuesday, April 26,
9:30 A.M. in the
Freedman-Levit
Sanctuary (8:30 in the Greenfield Chapel). A Yahrzeit candle
should be lit on the night before. It is customary and merito-
rious to make a donation to the synagogue in memory of
your loved one(s).

SEDER PLATES AND HAGGADOT: The Sister-
hood Gift Shop has a large assortment of beautiful seder
plates, matzah covers, kiddush cups, Passover Haggadot
and other objects to make your seder the most beautiful
ever.

REMEMBER THE HUNGRY AT PASSOVER:
As you clean your home at Passover, remember the poor
and hungry in our community by bringing your unopened
packages of hametz to the synagogue before Pesah begins.
All food collected will be taken to the Houston FoodBank.

DO YOU HAVE
ROOM AT
YOUR SEDER
for a member of
our congregation
who has no fam-
ily in town or is
new to our com-
munity, or for a

college student who cannot go home for the holiday. Please
call Rabbi Rosen’s assistant Abby (713-666-1881 or email
AROTENBERG@BETHYESHURUN.ORG) to let her know.


